
SOUTHWESTERN HUMOR ESSAY

Inspired by the oral history and politics of the frontier, writers of the Southwestern humor schoolâ€”including Johnson
Jones Hooper, Thomas Bangs Thorpe, Joseph G. Baldwin, and George Washington Harrisâ€”employed local dialects,
irony, and hyperbole to create a distinctive form.

Witnessing the case of Mark Twain, one is almost relieved that, despite the abundance of American humor, we
have had only this one truly great humorist. Thorpe, and Davy Crockett. It was Davy and his successors who
set the tone. They are 1 to , 2 to , 3 , and 4 to present. The Whigs won; and traditional Whiggery as a national
political force was dead. The idea is true enough; but not in so straightforward a fashion. In the story, Jim
Doggett as the primary character is described as " This work employs two narrative voices: Lyman Hall tall
tale voice and Abraham Baldwin, a conservative, commonsense character;. He is a born aristocrat, leading a
plebeian assault against among other things his innermost self. Southwestern humor took the form of literary
sketches, tall tales, autobiography, letters, almanac pieces, sports reporting, burlesques, and mock sermons.
Using subversive trickster humor, the southwestern humorists of antebellum times displaced the traditional
gentleman, supplanting him not with a counter-ideal but with rugged, sometimes openly anarchist anti-heroes.
The land itself and its creatures are larger than life, mythical. This new, extensively revised edition includes an
expanded introduction, a dozen replacement sections, an updated bibliography, and works by three new
writers-Phillip B. Often seen as a precursor of literary realism, southwestern humor influenced many
American writers, including Mark Twain, particularly in the Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. It meant the
victory of the masculine tone in the novel, hitherto regarded as a feminine entertainmentâ€”the way was open
for Stephen Crane, Dreiser, and Sherwood Anderson. It will also explore the means of publication as well as
noting well known character types i. The man of uncommon common sense is not a common man at all, no
matter how desperate his pretense. Almost exclusively a white male literature , written for an intended
audience of educated men. Hunting and planting are both symbols of the social progress that human
civilization has undergone for many years. Since southerners were being accused of both crudity and cruelty,
they felt the need to let the world know that they were proud enough of their colorful, rustic homeland to want
to write about it with the express purpose of preserving in literature its scenes and customs. Standard English,
which in a properly ordered world should constitute privilege, in the South conceived as border region is little
more than a very inadequate shield against abrupt change. Definitions Southwestern humor is the name given
to a tradition of regional sketches and tales based in the "old South-West": Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi,
and Arkansas. It is as if Shakespeare had forbidden us to consider The Tempest as anything but a musical
comedy. To this they added knowledge of ancient and modern comedy and produced sketches that show the
influence of both. By the time he broke with Jackson, for personal reasons, even the Whigs were his cynical
converts. In Southwestern Humor literature, it is important to determine the social context of the story because
through the social analysis of the text, one will be able to discern the "issues of power, class, etc. Harris, J. He
is so sad. I ladles out my words at randum, like a calf kickin at yaller-jackids; yu jis' rolls em out to the pint,
like a feller a-layin bricksâ€”every one fits. Piacentino, eds. Aside from the characteristics enumerated above,
Southwestern Humor is also remarkable in its ability to effectively mirror the social landscape of the
Southwestern region of the United States. This Whiggery has, on the whole, had a bad press. His narrator is
the southern aristocrat.


