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MOVEMENT IN THE US

Describe the history of slavery in the United States and early efforts at abolition . in her Essay on Slavery and
Abolitionism with Reference to the Duty of American The 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments, known collectively as the
Civil War.

Though the Fifteenth Amendment had significant limitations, it was an important step in the struggle for
voting rights for African Americans and it laid the groundwork for future civil rights activism. One day after it
was ratified, Thomas Mundy Peterson of Perth Amboy, New Jersey, became the first black person to vote
under the authority of the 15th Amendment. Abolitionists argued against slavery because of its harsh
conditions, and through claims that slavery violated Christian principals and the natural rights of all people for
equality. Board of Education paved the way for integration in schools and other spheres of life, not everyone
supported this decision. In the early years the NAACP campaigned vigorously against lynching, voter
suppression laws, for education rights, and blocked the nomination of a segregationist Supreme Court Judge.
How do you define being free? For the purposes of this activity, it does not matter what your own sex or race
is when you are assigned to one of the convention groups listed below. A more progressive and radical strain
of abolition maintained that rights and moral standing were universal, and that whether people were of African
or European decent, men or women they were all due to equal treatment and rights. The measure was swiftly
ratified by all but three Union states the exceptions were Delaware, New Jersey, and Kentucky , and by a
sufficient number of border and "reconstructed" Southern states, to be ratified by December 6,  Library of
Congress Backlash Freedoms Denied As soon as the war ended, many whites organized to oppose black
freedom. States could require voters to pass literacy tests or pay poll taxes -- difficult tasks for the formerly
enslaved, who had little education or money. Once the war was over, white southerners passed laws known as
Black Codes to keep freedmen from exercising their rights, and Congress responded by passing a Civil Rights
Act in to ensure black citizenship. With the South having become a one-party region after the
disfranchisement of blacks, Democratic Party primaries were the only competitive contests in those states.
Ironically, even though African American men began voting in the South after , the majority of Northern states
continued to deny them this basic right. The decision led to the legal integration of public schools. Finally, the
convention members should vote on which voting rights amendment to recommend to Congress. If none of the
proposed amendments receives at least two thirds of the convention votes, the group members should try to
negotiate a compromise amendment that will attract the support of the other groups. But Southern states
reacted rapidly to Supreme Court decisions, often devising new ways to continue to exclude blacks from voter
rolls and voting; most blacks in the South did not gain the ability to vote until after passage of the mids federal
civil rights legislation and beginning of federal oversight of voter registration and district boundaries. Some
fifteen percent of enslaved people are estimated to have died during travel from Africa. Congressional
Reconstruction included the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth amendments to the Constitution which
extended civil and legal protections to former enslaved people. By , amendments had been passed to abolish
slavery and provide citizenship and equal protection under the laws, but the narrow election of Ulysses S.
Your group and four others at the convention will write a voting rights amendment to recommend to Congress.
Beecher argued women should remain subordinate by divine law in her Essay on Slavery and Abolitionism
with Reference to the Duty of American Females. This clause has also been used by the federal judiciary to
make most of the Bill of Rights applicable to the states , as well as to recognize substantive and procedural
requirements that state laws must satisfy. Freed slaves often continued to face racial segregation and
discrimination. The Intersection of Race and Gender As progressive movements grew, several divisions
developed often over questions of identity and especially over the role women and people of color in the
movements. For Further Reading Douglass, Frederick. The best know case from this period is Brown v.
During this period several groups began organizing, particularly around defending rights won under the
thirteenth, fourteenth and fifteenth amendments. Finally, it declared that no debt undertaken by the
Confederacy would be assumed by the United States. The second, third, and fourth sections of the amendment
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are seldom, if ever, litigated. The 14th Amendment This amendment set out the definitions and rights of
citizenship in the United States. The activists involved hoped to make significant changes in society, including
expanding rights and freedoms to a larger group of people living in the US. Although many slaves had been
declared free by Lincoln's Emancipation Proclamation , their legal status after the Civil War was uncertain.
The Fifteenth Amendment would guarantee protection against racial discrimination in voting. Still, the Voting
Rights Act of gave African-American voters the legal means to challenge voting restrictions and vastly
improved voter turnout. Manumission campaigns in the Upper South were also successful in increasing the
number of free people of color in Virginia, Maryland and Delaware where, by , three-quarters of Black people
in Delaware were free. The amendment also defined the formula for determining political representation by
apportioning representatives among states based on a count of all residents as whole persons. It banned any
person who had engaged in insurrection or rebellion against the United States from holding civil or military
office. After blacks gained the vote, the Ku Klux Klan directed some of their attacks to disrupt their political
meetings and intimidate them at the polls, to suppress black participation. The rise in the southern cotton
industry after also led to a steady increase in slavery, which then became a major catalyst for the Civil War.


