
A READING OF WILLIAM BLAKES LONDON ESSAY

Free Essay: A Reading of William Blake's London William Blake channels his general dissatisfaction of the organization
of society during the late eighteenth.

Blake's mother educated him in mere reading and writing, and he worked in a shop until the age of  Along
with Wordsworth, modern poetry was created Anthology, pg 8. The deliberate use of sibilance provides an
onomatopoeic hiss that conjures a particularly sinister atmosphere to emphasise the soldier's on-going
weakness, being forced into battle for a country they no longer appreciate and are appreciated by. The word
'appalls' only emphasises this, meaning the cover that is laid over a coffin, influencing the reader to think of
the church as effectively dead, burying its traditional principles in order to satisfy the capitalist phenomenon.
The octave has a strict rhyme scheme abbaabba which is fulfilled in Wordsworth's poem. Appendix 1. This
kind of sonnet consists of an octave and a sestet. He unites two completely contradictory images. One of the
premier poets of the period was one William Blake who advocated the beauties of life and railed against the
distaste he felt for Victorian London and some of the more rigid ideologies of the time, specifically the strict
morality and religious views of the English. One question which could arise while reading the poems could be
which of the representations is more realistic for the time. Show how the two poets express differing views of
London with detailed analysis of the texts and using background research. Another explanation could be, that
it wasn't important to him to show a realistic but a slightly changed perspective to enchant the reader, to make
him or her feel happy. When the state believed to be 'chartering' the streets and creating stability, they were in
fact only prompting further unrest and distancing themselves further from the needs of society. Both William
Wordworth's 'London' and William Blake's 'Upon Westminster Bridge' were written at the turn of the 19th
century in Georgian times to illustrate the authors' views of London. In his reflection "London," William
Blake laments the poverty faced by the lower class of modern, industrialized London, and he can find no note
of consolation or hope for their future. His formal education was in art and at the age of fourteen he entered an
apprenticeship with a well-known engraver who taught Blake his skills in engraving. Blake lived in or near to
London, a city which dominates much of his work, whether as the nightmare 'London' of the Songs of
Experience, or the London which Blake saw as the 'New Jerusalem', the kingdom of God on earth.
Wordsworth sees the beauty in London and Blake sees only the ugliness. Through poems we can understand
the way the authors, like many other people, lived this specific experience With regards to English Romantic
poet William Blake, both his lyrical Songs of Innocence and of Experience and his prophetic poems of epic
length were conceived as an intermedial work made up of text and illustration. When the people begin to
work, it would not be imaginable to have silence and calmness. Finally the Feminist movements of the The
Effects of Industrialization in William Blake's London words - 4 pages unfeeling towards the consequences of
their actions for other people. As the poem enters its second stanza, the sense of suffering and hopelessness is
only emphasised further. As such a phrase ends with 'I hear' and the 'I' figure after no intervention from the
narrator throughout the stanza, it emphasises the shock and overwhelmed responses to such human suffering
where people could not find the words to react to what was happening around them. In stanza 3 of the poem,
the tone intensifies with the giving of further harsh examples of corruption in society. The first difference one
might notice is the form of the poems. The phrase is an obvious oxymoron describing on the one hand a
joyous and cheerful occasion comparing it with an uncomfortable image of death and unhappiness. Blake had
a very simple upbringing and had little education. The image of the harlot is again looked on with some
sympathy for the fact that 'youthful' is placed before it; she is being pushed into such mature acts when she
herself has not matured. On the one hand he loved London but on the other hand he was very cf. This resource
was uploaded by: Sophie. Through the historical background exposed in the previous chapters, in fact, we
came across only to the objective point of view of the city, but if we want to discover the feel of London life,
its people, its sounds and smells there is a more direct source: literature. Blake depicts people, who are sick
and repudiated, Wordsworth writes about the wonderful sight of London and its architecture. The immediate
introduction to the repeated 'every' instantly stresses how no one is immune from such destruction and
imprisonment; even the reader is caught up in the action with the constant references to sounds, making escape
that much harder as we cannot shut our ears to what is going on; the reader is made to endure and participate
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in the action instead of passively observing it. In his reflection "London," William Blake laments the poverty
faced by the lower class of modern, industrialized London, and he can find no note of consolation or hope for
their future. The results will be compared and the questions, which were brought up in this introduction will be
answered. This lack of freedom and essential funds is essentially highlighted through the use of the word
'wander' which illuminates the idea of isolation, vulnerability and predominantly slavery. So he describes how
beautiful London is, when you are watching it from a different point of view. He taught himself everything
that he knew. In his poem "London," from his work Songs of Experience, Blake describes the woes of the
Industrial Revolution and the breaking of the common man's ties to the land, which he has brought upon
himself.


