
HISTORY OF THE CONFLICT IN THE BALKANS

The Yugoslav Wars were a series of separate but related ethnic conflicts, wars of . According to Stephen A. Hart, author
of Partisans: War in the Balkans .. cemeteries and cultural and historical buildings of that ethnic group in order to alter.

Learn More in these related Britannica articles:. Kosovar Albanians were fired in large numbers from public
enterprises and institutions, including banks, hospitals, the post office and schools. Deliberate atrocities
occurred throughout every theater of war. Their boycott escalated into an insurrection in areas populated by
ethnic Serbs, mostly around Knin, known as the Log Revolution. Pressure was put on all sides to stick to the
cease-fire and negotiate an end to the war in Bosnia. Before the other allies could join in, the Ottomans
declared war on the Balkan League on 17 October. At least 10, were killed by sniping and shelling from Serbs
in the surrounding mountains. Please do not edit the piece, ensure that you attribute the author, their institute,
and mention that the article was originally published on Justiceinfo. In this way, the states of Bulgaria , Greece
, Montenegro and Serbia sought to emulate the 19th century nationalist successes of Germany and Italy.
Among the other republics, only the smallest -- Montenegro -- sided with Serbia. The ambitions of the
Montenegrins and Serbs in Albania greatly increased Austro-Hungarian antipathy towards these two south
Slavic states. This was fiercely opposed by Belgrade-backed Bosnian Serbs, who made up more than 30
percent of the population. The Balkan League was formed under Russian auspices in the spring of to take
Macedonia away from Turkey, which was already involved in a war with Italy. Related sites. Meanwhile in
Bosnia, the most ethnically and religiously diverse Yugoslav republic and home to four million people,
Muslims and Croats organised an independence referendum. The fighting rapidly escalated, eventually
spanning hundreds of square kilometers from western Slavonia through Banija to Dalmatia. Shortly
afterwards, Bosnian Croats turned against the Muslims or Bosniaks and the three sides fought each other for
another three-and-a-half years. Here's a brief look. Competing claims to Ottoman held territories, especially
Macedonia , prevented the Balkan states from cooperating against the Ottomans. The Bulgarians remained
determined to obtain this area. The JNA was ostensibly ideologically unitarian, but its officer corps was
predominantly staffed by Serbs or Montenegrins 70 percent. The main theater of the ensuing conflict was
Thrace. Greek and Serb counterattacks pushed the Bulgarians back to their pre-war frontiers. Greek military
operations continued. Less wealthy Serbia opposed this. The Croatian War of Independence began when Serbs
in Croatia , who were opposed to Croatian independence , announced their secession from Croatia. In Bosnia
alone more than half of those in the pre-war population were forced out of their homes, either in campaigns of
ethnic cleansing or bids to find safety. The fighting ended in after an week bombing campaign by NATO, by
which time about 13, people had been killed and hundreds of thousands had fled their homes. Under a peace
treaty signed in London on May 30, , the Ottoman Empire lost almost all of its remaining European territory,
including all of Macedonia and Albania. Russian attempts at mediation between Bulgaria and Serbia were
feeble and fruitless. As a result of the Ottoman collapse, groups of Albanian notables, supported by Austria
and Italy, declared Albanian independence on 28 November  The deal to end the wars divided Bosnia along
ethnic lines into two semi-autonomous entities. The Serbs then sought to strengthen their hold on Macedonia
as compensation for the loss of the Albanian coast. The month war had left thousands of civilians killed on
both sides and over a million displaced. Following intense pressure from the US-led international community
and three weeks of negotiations between leaders on each side at a US military base in Ohio, the so-called
Dayton agreement was reached in November 


