
SECULAR VIEWS ON THE CONCEPT OF

Secularism, as defined in the Merriam-Webster dictionary, is the "indifference to, or rejection or Holyoake invented the
term secularism to describe his views of promoting a social order separate from religion, without actively dismissing or.

Democracy demands that the religiously motivated must translate their concerns into universal, rather than
religion-specific values. Is it relegated to a web of quaint but unimportant cultural traditions? Commentators
on the right and the left routinely equate it with Stalinism, Nazism and Socialism, among other dreaded isms.
Individuals can be marginalised in other ways while still maintaining religious privilege. Secularism as a
philosophy must be treated a differently from secularism as a mere idea. A better understanding of the history
and nature of secularism will help people understand its role and influence in society today. You can help this
work by sharing this page or supporting the Society. In the United States, of late, another false equation has
emerged. Many fail to find secularism and the process of secularization to be beneficial, arguing that they are
in fact the primary sources of all society's ills. Its essential principles are three: 1 The improvement of this life
by material means. If man is only matter, then his actions are simply the result of mechanical impulses.
However, there is no shortage of discussion and coverage of the topic it involves. As the UK has become
increasingly majority non-religious many forms of religious privilege have fallen by the wayside e. However,
of course we as individual sentient beings are perfectly capable of attributing meaning to our own life. Your
religious activities or proselytizing are a public good and should receive special support or prominence in the
public sphere. Berger maintained that the modern world can no longer be described as being secular or
becoming increasingly secular, instead it can best be described as being pluralistic. According to Secular
Humanism, all reality and life center upon human beings. Some societies become increasingly secular as the
result of social processes, rather than through the actions of a dedicated secular movement; this process is
known as secularization. In order of appearance, then: i Why do we exist? What do you think? Even if
Christianity were to recover to a majority position, there would be no reason to assume those Christians would
want their nation to be based on or privilege any form of Christianity. Munby , among others. Privilege is a
key concept in modern sociology and social justice. This is due to the near-complete freedom of religion
beliefs on religion generally are not subject to legal or social sanctions , and the lack of authority of religious
leaders over political decisions. But as anyone can have their own version of Christianity, a Christian
secularist could argue that a 'real Christian nation' would be a secular democracy with human rights for all,
while a Christian theocrat could argue that a 'real Christian nation' would be the opposite. Some think of any
argument that is reflective and critical, publicly intelligible and rational, as a secular argument; [ Arguably,
they represent the very reason for the existence and persistence of religions, and they have kept philosophers
busy for millennia. While Secular Coalition for America is linked to many secular humanistic organizations
and many secular humanists support it, as with the Secular Society, some non-humanists support it. Austin
Cline, a former regional director for the Council for Secular Humanism, writes and lectures extensively about
atheism and agnosticism. Religious fundamentalists and conservatives who decry the growth of secularism in
the modern world may be the most surprised because this fact demonstrates that secularism isn't an atheistic
conspiracy to undermine Christian civilization. Some forms of privilege need to be responded to by changing
social attitudes. It is just called overlapping consensus, pluralism , multiculturalism or expressed in some other
way. Equally, someone who is never going to have to be singled out by withdrawing from compulsory school
prayer may not see the problem with making a non-religious child have to opt out. The Secular Student
Alliance is an educational nonprofit that organizes and aids such high school and college secular student
groups. Criticising your religious belief or identity should have some sort of societal taboo. If you are ok with
one form of religion being imposed, imagine how you would feel if it was another religion or belief system.
This dual aspect as noted above in "Secular ethics" has created difficulties in political discourse on the subject.
In the latter Rawls holds the idea of an overlapping consensus as one of three main ideas of political
liberalism. For most of us that meaning comes from a combination of having loving relationships and being
able to pursue our own goals and interests. But others have continued, mainstream politicians still think
accusing all atheists of being immoral is acceptable. Secularism argues for a sphere of knowledge, values, and
action that is independent of religious authority , but it does not automatically exclude religion from having
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authority when it comes to political and social matters. Your religious beliefs or identity should grant you
special exemptions or alternatives to generally applicable laws or policies. Humanists believe that science,
reason, and historical experience are sufficient guides for figuring out what is right or wrong in any situation.


