
WRITING A LIT REVIEW FOR DUMMIES

Writing a literature review is often the most daunting part of writing an article, book, thesis, or dissertation. â€œThe
literatureâ€• seems (and often is).

It is logical that before doing your own research work, you need to explore all the sources on the topic and
include this information in your paper. Often, this includes information about the research design used in the
studies that you want to review and the type of participants included in these studies. Revise, revise, revise
Draft in hand? In a research paper, you use the literature as a foundation and as support for a new insight that
you contribute. Consider whether your sources are current Some disciplines require that you use information
that is as current as possible. Write the conceptual schema down before you forget or someone cleans up your
slips of paper. Systematic reviews are not a solo effort; a team of several people is required for this type of
review. New York: Harcourt Brace,  Claims, conclusions, and findings about the constructs you are
investigating 2. A summary is a recap of the important information of the source, but a synthesis is a
re-organization, or a reshuffling, of that information. By publication: Order your sources by publication
chronology, then, only if the order demonstrates a more important trend. This depends on the types of studies
that you include in your review. The article you are reading will tell you everything that you need to know in
order to submit a great literature review. In the introduction you also should provide the scope of this review.
Here is a sample paragraph from a literature review about sexism and language to illuminate the following
discussion: However, other studies have shown that even gender-neutral antecedents are more likely to
produce masculine images than feminine ones Gastil,  Literature Reviews What this handout is about This
handout will explain what literature reviews are and offer insights into the form and construction of literature
reviews in the humanities, social sciences, and sciences. What Is a Literature Review? However, sometimes
literature reviews are produced as research reports in their own right. You will need to critically analyse each
source for how they contribute to the themes you are researching. A literature review is a critical analysis of
published sources, or literature, on a particular topic. The Allyn and Bacon Handbook. The systematic review
is a powerful research methodology that answers questions on the basis of good evidence and provides
researchers with a valuable, comprehensive and up-to-date summary of work conducted in a specific area. Do
they present one or different solutions? Select appropriate source material: Use a variety of academic or
scholarly sources that are relevant, current and authoritative.


