
FRANCIS BACON ESSAY ON MARRIAGE AND SINGLE LIFE

HE that hath wife and children hath given hostages to fortune; for they are impediments to great enterprises, either of
virtue or mischief. Certainly the best works.

Their minds always revolve around the economic stability of their home. They consider them as sources of
expenses. For soldiers, I find the generals commonly in their hortatives put men in mind of their wives and
children; and I think the despising of marriage amongst the Turks maketh the vulgar soldier more base. Those
who are unmarried yet, they spend their lives caring about themselves. Certainly the best works, and of
greatest merit for the public, have proceeded from the unmarried or childless men; which both in affection and
means have married and endowed the public. They are not apprehensive of future time; they are not even
meticulous about it. Sparing these two kinds, there is another kind of men. On the contrary, there are some
greedy and covetous men that take pride in having no children. Single life is suitable for those who are
self-pleasing and humorous minds. Posted by. It is one of the best bonds both of chastity and obedience in the
wife, if she think her husband wise; which she will never do if she find him jealous. They think that they are
rich because of the absence of the children. A single life doth well with churchmen; for charity will hardly
water the ground where it must first fill a pool. However, most men choose to remain single for the sake of
liberty that a single life allows. On the contrary, the wives who are chaste are often proud as presuming upon
the merit of their chastity. Bacon says that there are generals among military, who with their hortatives
speeches made for encouragement put disdain about marriage in the minds of the soldiers. But at the same
time they also tend to be cruel and hard hearted as they do not have a wife or children to invoke the tenderness
within them. For example, if they hear a talk about two persons, one is rich and other is not, they consider the
presence of children as abatement in richness of the second person. Whereas, married men have to fill their
own pool first, then, they move towards charity. The statement clearly depicts that marriage is an impediment
to great fortune and luck. There is another kind that thinks that their wife and children are just bills of charges.
The Bachelors are good in perspectives of charity because they have less expenses. These people think of
marriage as imprisonment. For perhaps they have heard some talk, Such an one is a great rich man, and
another except to it, Yea, but he hath a great charge of children; as if it were an abatement to his riches. Men
who have children care a great deal about the future and make various important pledges and promises
regarding the future. At the end of the essay, Bacon tells a fact that bad husbands, usually, have very good
wives. It is indifferent for judges and magistrates because of their corruption. However there are also some
single men who think only about themselves and they too account for the future. That is why Bacon says that
the dislike of marriage among the Turks makes the vulgar soldiers even more so. They are obstacles to any
endeavour either good or bad. Single men are often more charitable because they have less expenses. It is
indifferent for judges and magistrates; for if they be facile and corrupt, you shall have a servant five times
worse than a wife. Bacon enlists the positive and negative qualities of a single man. Yet it were great reason
that those that have children should have greatest care of future times; unto which they know they must
transmit their dearest pledges.


