
HOW TO WRITE A PETITION CANADA

If you anticipate that your petition will circulate outside of Canada, please make We, the undersigned (Identify the
petitioners in general terms, for example.

The issues raised below are designed to help campaigners write and start petitions that will have a positive
impact for specific and well defined causes. Make sure that the petition statement appears on each page of the
petition Specifics for Official Petitions to Parliament Note that certification usually takes three to five working
days, and that petitions cannot be certified during an election period. There is no minimum age requirement
for anyone signing a petition. We have the strictest privacy policy of any petition hosting site. We provide
custom software so you can build your own fields and collect the data you need and want. The law of
electronic signatures is in its infancy. Contact Paper Petitions â€” Guide for the Public Every petition begins
as an idea and progresses through several stages on its way to being signed and presented in the House of
Commons for a response from the government. Photos and videos get traction. Accurate research before you
create your petition A petition should begin with a request, followed by well researched reasons for making
the request. In these circumstance, GoPetition recommends a broader approach to lobbying than simply
lodging an online petition. The increasing acceptance of internet petitions by governments and parliaments
worldwide makes GoPetition an ideal partner for your campaign. Once a petition is signed and ready to be
certified, it is sent by a Member to the Clerk of Petitions, accompanied by a written request for certification.
Use sound arguments rather than pejorative attacks which could be considered insulting. The presentation of a
petition to the Senate is a proceeding in Parliament and is protected by parliamentary privilege. Speak from
the heart and tell your story with empathy. Keep all campaign statements as concise as possible, while laying
out your concerns. The Scottish site, e-Petitioner, a parliamentary service, pioneered the use of internet
petitions allowing efficient access to the parliamentary process. Petitions dealing with matters which the
House has delegated to another body have not always been found acceptable. The site, E-petitions, is located
at direct. Presentation of a Paper Petition You may ask a Member to present your petition even if he or she
does not represent your electoral district. Each signatory must sign not print his or her name directly on the
petition and must not sign for anyone else. In particular, it should not contain disrespectful or offensive
language with respect to the Crown, Parliament, or the courts. Any alteration will make the petition
unacceptable. This will make your campaign both progressive and viral. In both cases, a record of the petition
appears in the Journals for that day. Moreover, a petition should contain information that suggests its request
is feasible. Currently, , signatures are required to make a petition eligible for debate in the House of
Commons. We suggest a strategic use of social media such as YouTube, Twitter, Facebook and other social
networks. A broader e-petition service was also initiated in the UK to serve the wider UK community. The
Clerk of Petitions examines each petition received, including its signatures, to ensure that the form and content
are in keeping with the requirements. A petitioner is entitled to petition for relief in a burdensome situation, so
that a mere change in wording could well render a petition in order which might otherwise be out of order. Be
clear and concise with your petition text. A successful petition will complement a campaign strategy that
includes direct lobbying, letter writing and media exposure. Each petition receives a government response. If
you have an idea for a petition on a matter that is important to you, this guide will help you to get started and
to navigate the process before your petition can be signed. Begin the statement with a phrase like: We the
undersigned hereby affirmâ€¦ Keep it as short as possible, while laying out your concerns. If the petition does
not meet these standards, it cannot be read for the record. Pump your social networks in a responsible way.
Contact your supporters. Think local and global. For example, in Figure  Be clear and concise with your
message. Petitions must contain original signatures written directly on the document and not pasted on or
otherwise transferred to it. If a person cannot sign his or her own name because of illness or a disability, this
must be noted on the petition and the note signed by a witness.


