
OIL DRILLING IN THE ARCTIC

The Trump administration called for the removal of crucial Arctic protections in a new draft proposal of where oil and gas
companies can purchase leases for.

The ruling comes after ten environmental groups, including the Sierra Club, Greenpeace and League of
Conservation Voters, joined a lawsuit challenging the executive order. That decision would effectively mean
that the very first opportunity for the energy industry to even explore for oil and gas reserves in the Arctic
would be , likely precluding any chance of future development until the mids or later. The Times reported this
year that a decades-old legal battle provided clues that the results of that test well were disappointing.
Stopping Oil and Gas Drilling Earthjustice is working to save the Arcticâ€”and all who rely on itâ€”from the
twin threats of oil and gas development and catastrophic climate change. Arctic Power says that 90 percent of
the wells in Prudhoe Bay, the largest oil field in the U. Recent Cases. The Independent explains that Wadhams
believes oil will become absorbed in that ice and be transported for up to 1, miles across the ocean and if such
an incident occurs during colder months, would not be released until spring, at which point it will deliver oil to
unpredictable areas of the Arctic and also be more toxic to those ecosystems and wildlife because the ice has
protected it from weathering. Equally important, offshore energy development in the Arctic can bolster our
national security in two critical ways. Everything depends on us. Norway has meanwhile not made any
discoveries of commercial significance in its so-called gray zone. But few people expect drilling, if it occurs,
to begin before  But environmental groups have vowed to take the administration to court, if necessary, to stop
it. Nixon and Mr. Even before plans to allow the lease sales were completed and approved by Congress in late
, the Interior Department pressed for new â€” and possibly rosier â€” assessments of the prospects for oil
discoveries that would entail field research in the environmentally fragile refuge, according to the documents.
In revising a draft plan for the new assessments, officials played down evidence that the refuge might not have
much oil, deleting references to disappointing wells nearby. The question will not be answered, of course,
until bidding begins. Experts have trouble believing that a new record will be set in an area that is so remote,
little-understood, and physically among the harshest of environments in the world. NOAA smithsonian.
Private companies are left out of the process unless they are at least half owned by the Russian state. And the
Prirazlomnaya field, for all the thunderous protest that greeted its arrival, has not spilled any oil â€” at least
according to its operators. Under current regulations, those companies who have licensed plot are required to
drill merely two exploration wells before moving on. NRDC disputed that claim, saying that because the oil is
distributed throughout 1. The White House referred questions on the matter to the Interior Department, where
a spokeswoman declined to comment. The territory contained 10bn tonnes of gas and oil deposits, the
scientists said. The law includes a provision that lets presidents put those waters off limits to oil and gas
drilling. Horizontal drilling increases the production rate of a well because it has greater surface area and
because it allows access to oil miles away and in hard-to-reach areas. He is certain about these predictions
because he has done experiments specifically on how oil interacts with the frozen sea. According to Grigoriev,
only state owned companies get licenses to drill. Coral Davenport covers energy and environmental policy,
with a focus on climate change, from the Washington bureau. Arctic foxes risk ingesting oil during eating or
grooming. The ruling hinges on the wording of the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act , originally passed in ,
which provides guidelines for leasing in the coastal areas where energy drilling takes place under U. The
proposal for fieldwork in summer had come from David Houseknecht, an official with the geological survey,
who noted that studies in the late s had found little evidence of oil-bearing rock formations in the area. Contact
us at editors time. An increased risk of oil spills would prove catastrophic for the species. The department
spokeswoman said it should be completed next month; then, after a monthlong comment period, the sale
process could begin. Along the Atlantic coast, it blocks drilling around a series of coral canyons that run from
Norfolk, Va. Obama relied on an obscure provision of a law, the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act, which
governs how the executive branch uses federal waters for offshore energy exploration. Norway in fact opened
up new parts of the Barents Sea earlier this summer. While at least two presidents have used their authority to
shrink the size of monuments created by their predecessors, Mr. Secretary of the Department of the Interior
David Hayes stated that support for the permitting process for Arctic offshore petroleum drilling will continue
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if President Obama stays in office. They also pushed scientists to provide studies and other information so
quickly that some expressed concern over the speed of the process, according to the documents, which were
obtained through public records requests by Trustees for Alaska, an environmental law firm that has opposed
oil exploration in the refuge. It was discovered to be gas prone rather than oil prone i.


