
THEMATIC ESSAYS FOR GLOBAL HISTORY REGENTS

New York State has identified twenty-four themes of Global History. ever been used for a thematic essay on the Global
History and Geography Regents exam.

The documents can vary quite a bit. The next 40 or so questions usually follow a chronological pattern, the
earliest historical events coming earlier and the more recent events towards the end of the exam. The thought
of outlining during a timed test may seem a daunting task and a waste of time, however, students who outline
can write more efficiently and effectively. Students have difficulty recalling critical information about given
topics to adequately support their thesis. Each question is worth points and counts the same as 1 or 2
multiple-choice questions. For example, if two individuals are to be included in the essay, make certain that
your outline has spaces for each individual. Make an outline before you proceed. Students will: examine a
variety of documents on a particular historic theme or issue. The task box will provide the categories
necessary for an effective outline. An outline does not need to be complex. While this may seem
overwhelming there are some consistent patters that help to simplify the exam. Document-Based Question
Essay DBQ Document-based question essays require students to identify and explore multiple perspectives on
events or issues by examining, analyzing, and evaluating textual and visual primary and secondary documents.
Edit your writing for greater clarity and grammatical sophistication. There is no one outlining template that
works best. However, students should make sure that they have documents and outside information that relates
to each bullet point of the task. Yes, write a first draft of your essay using your outline. Too often students
simply pick any sentence from the document and write that as their answer instead of taking the time to
actually read the document entirely and then respond. Students typically struggle on the DBQ essay in two
ways. Document-Based Scaffolding Questions The scaffolding question portion of the exam measures the
ability of students to read and interpret documents on social studies issues. Frequently, tasks have more than
one component. It can be as simple as creating a list of facts, examples, and details for each of the bullet point
mentioned in the task. Students simply copy the documents word for word into their essay.


