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The Turkish attack may have been quelled, but it also bodes badly for Othello 's ship. Othello is a general in
the service of Venice. Despite his high opinion of himself and his character he has a few ultimately fatal
character flaws that bring him to make some very poor decisions. The most visible indicator of his outsider
status is also the one that provokes the most poisonous responses: Othello is a black man in white Venice. It
marks a turning point: Othello has fallen victim to the same racist logic or illogic that rules the thinking of
people such as Iago and Roderigo. Iago holds physiological power over Othello thoughts by lying to him and
giving him false evidence of his wife Desdemona. Three different authors, the humanists Baldassare
Castiglione, Juan Luis Vives, and the Puritan preacher William Whately would all disagree on which character
is to blame. Othello incurs resentment for many reasons. This results from differences in culture and races of
the characters within the play. The way that Shakespeare portrays these relationships sets the stage for the pain
and deceit that unfolds within the play. It exists in workplaces, homes, and in many places where no
interaction exist amid people of different background. Iago is an ensign in Othello's army and is jealous of
Cassio's promotion to Lieutenant. Iago's perception of women as deceptive, dominating, and lusty colors the
way he portrays both Emilia and Desdemona; both are good women, Desdemona exceedingly so, yet he is able
to convince other men that they are anything but what they are. Yet, the audience knows exactly what Iago is
up to, and is able to see his deceptions for what they are. Cassio is accused of engaging sexually with
Desdemona yet he is the only male character so far with no feelings towards her. Let us analyze this contest in
detail in this essay. Another thing that gets clear from his speech is that he is good at lending company to
others and would not love to disappoint no one. Pictures are universal. Othello is a transcendent play, one that
will survive the perils of time simply because it is still relevant. Cassio stands in especially sharp contrast to
Iago when Iago speaks lustfully of Desdemona; Cassio is full of honor when it comes to women, and the
ideals of a courtier as well.


