
PURITANISM IN NEW ENGLAND

For a much more extensive description than appears on this brief page, see the works listed in the Selected
Bibliography on Puritanism.

Bradstreet alludes to the temporality of motherhood by comparing her children to a flock of birds on the
precipice of leaving home. The overt remnants of Puritanism did not die out in New England until well into
the nineteenth century, and it echoes in American society today. Instead, Puritans embraced the Reformed
doctrine of real spiritual presence , believing that in the Lord's Supper the faithful receive Christ spiritually.
Having accepted this pact, God is then committed to carrying out the Covenant of Grace. Reason follows
reason, with no other transition than a period and a number; after the last proof is stated there follow the uses
or applications, also in numbered sequence, and the sermon ends when there is nothing more to be said.
Photograph by Veronika Brazdova. These Puritan values have transcended time to influence modern
American values and work ethics, assuring continued economic success and development throughout the
centuries. Puritanism first emerged as a distinct movement in a controversy over clerical vestments and
liturgical practices duringâ€¦ Theology Puritanism may be defined primarily by the intensity of the religious
experience that it fostered. Puritans agreed "that the effectual call of each elect saint of God would always
come as an individuated personal encounter with God's promises". Politically, our system of checks and
balances, as well as our whole system of democracy can be traced back to the Puritans in the New England
colonies. A woman was to love, obey, and further the interests and will of her husband. Their isolation in the
New World, their introversion, the harshness and dangers of their new existence, their sense that they were a
new Chosen People of God destined to found a New Jerusalem -- a New City of God in the midst of the
wilderness -- insured that American Puritanism would remain more severe and, frequently, more intellectually
subtle and rigorous than that which they had left behind. Related Material. Those who baptized infants
understood it through the lens of covenant theology, believing that baptism had replaced circumcision as a
sign of the covenant and marked a child's admission into the visible church. With this in mind, we can begin to
dissect the Puritan form of government, or as many historians believe, their lack of government. Puritans were
Calvinists and believed they had a unique covenant, or agreement, with God. Schools were created to help
educate the children of the colony. Though the Puritans enjoyed the freedom of worship, the Puritan fathers
had no tolerance of opposing religious or political views. In choosing the plain style, Puritan writers eschewed
features common to the rhetoric of the day; they declined to stuff their sermons with the rhetorical flourishes
and learned quotations of the metaphysical style of sermon, believing that to be the province of Archbishop
Laud and his followers. Congregationalism The political standpoint of Puritan communities centered
fundamentally around God and the Bible. By the beginning of the 18th century, Puritanism had both declined
and shown its tenacity. It supplied an ethics that somehow balanced charity and self-discipline. During the
reign of Queen Mary â€”58 , however, England returned to Roman Catholicism, and many Protestants were
forced into exile. One reason why the Puritan form of government can be seen as a weak government is
because it was local and by local, I mean it varied from community to community. The Puritans married for
love â€” there were no arranged marriages. The Puritan sermon traditionally comprised three parts: doctrine,
reasons, and uses. The Colony of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations was established by settlers
expelled from the Massachusetts Bay Colony because of their unorthodox religious opinions in  Though they
had no official standing, women exercised a lot of informal influence. In one town, 20 percent of the adults in
each decade found themselves charged with an offense, usually a morals violation. No Christmas celebrations
were allowed, and marriages were performed by colony officials, not by ministers. Many men and women
were more and more forced to contend with the dislocationsâ€”emotional as well as physicalâ€”that
accompanied the beginnings of a market economy. The thought of leading an idle life a life full of wasted
hours, or hours spent on leisure haunted many Puritans. Both groups, but especially the Separatists , were
repressed by the establishment. Over time, however, Puritan theologians developed a framework for authentic
religious experience based on their own experiences as well as those of their parishioners. What did the
Puritans believe? But in practice they actedâ€”from the point of view of Episcopalians and even Presbyterians
at homeâ€”exactly as the separatists were acting. Some were deprived of their positions; others got by with
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minimal conformity; and still others, who could not accept compromise, fled England. Through measures like
these, which combined economic and spiritual restraints, New England towns achieved extraordinarily high
levels of persistence and social cohesion"  It survived, perhaps most conspicuously, in the secular form of
self-reliance, moral rigor, and political localism that became, by the Age of Enlightenment , virtually the
definition of Americanism. According to covenant theology, Christ's sacrifice on the cross made possible the
covenant of grace, by which those selected by God could be saved. Since citizenship was tied to church
membership, the motivation for experiencing conversion was secular and civil as well as religious in nature.
They remained there until , but, fearing that they were losing their cultural identity, they decided to settle in
Delaware in the New World. Start your free trial today for unlimited access to Britannica. These were all
names of Biblical persons of great virtue. In addition, these Puritans called for a renewal of preaching, pastoral
care and Christian discipline within the Church of England.


