
THE EARLY LIFE AND TIMES OF JB PRIESTLY

John Boynton Priestley, OM was an English novelist, playwright, screenwriter, Priestley's first major success came with
a novel, The Good as was not uncommon at the time, a prejudice against the Irish, as is shown.

Among his other more important novels are Bright Day and Lost Empires  Writing for the stage and the s In
the s Priestley turned his attention to the stage. His essays of five decades were collected and edited by Susan
Cooper in  The brass plate on the box containing the ashes reads J. Priestley Library at the University of
Bradford, which he officially opened in , [14] and by the larger-than-life statue of him, commissioned by the
Bradford City Council after his death, and which now stands in front of the National Media Museum. As a
consequence, when Priestley wrote anything in his later years, it seemed as though he had the ability to see
much deeper than most of his contemporaries and by this time, he had developed into a "sage", a man who
seemed to possess a wisdom and clarity of insight which has made his work timeless, although currently out of
fashion among the sensation-seeking consumers and producers of modern "literature". Priestley's first book
was actually a volume of poetry called "The Chapman of Rhymes", written during his teens; he finally
published at his own expense in while serving in World War I, thinking that he should "leave something
behind" in the event that he, like so many of his comrades, should not survive. Priestley had a son and four
daughters through earlier marriages; in he became part of a famous husband-wife literary team when he
married the archeologist and writer Jacquetta Hawkes. The political content of his broadcasts and his hopes of
a new and different Britain after the war influenced the politics of the period and helped the Labour Party gain
its landslide victory in the general election. This interest in the metaphysics of time would last for the rest of
Priestley's life. As his biographer, Judith Cook pointed out: "Sales started slowly, but by Christmas the
publishers Heinemann had to use taxis to rush copies to bookshops, so great was the demand; it became one of
the best-sellers of the century. Tom Wintringham wrote in September "The Labour Party, the Trade Unions
and the Co-operatives represent the worker's movement, which historically has been, and is now, in all
countries the basic force for human freedom He also used time distortion as the basis for a mystery drama with
moral overtones, An Inspector Calls  They are a new type, what might be called the organized militant citizen.
One of the reasons for his early productivity was that, unlike many other writers of the 20th century, Priestley
always depended on writing for his livelihood. About this time Priestley achieved great popularity himself as a
novelist through two works centering on the comic interplay of people engaged in a common calling. In I
therefore, we Conservatives found ourselves confronting two serious and, as it turned out, insuperable
problems. Of course he was deeply aware. He never lived permanently in Bradford again, though a frequent
visitor. It has been revived a number of times, most famously by Stephen Daldry in a production for the
National Theatre. The darker side of his nature never left him, however, and in later years he increasingly fell
prey to depression. After receiving his university education at Cambridge, Priestley moved to London in ,
where he quickly gained a reputation as a writer. Priestley described his training as a young British soldier at
the beginning of the First World War. His mother died when he was very young, and he was brought up by his
stepmother. As an old man, he deplored the destruction by developers of Victorian buildings in Bradford such
as the Swan Arcade, where he had his first job.


