
THE ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE TEMPLES AND

PYRAMIDS IN ANCIENT EGYPT

The core of the pyramids consisted of locally quarried stone, mudbricks, Ancient Egyptian houses were made out of
stone collected from the Also, many temples and tombs have survived because they were.

Massive fields of mud-brick offering tables that flank the Long Temple to its north and south have also now
been shown to belong to the first phase of the temple. As with all other temples, Karnak is a paragon of
symmetrical architecture which seems to rise organically from the earth toward the sky. Osiris carried the
royal crook and flail. It is suggested that Jaffa's primary function was to serve as a granary for the Egyptian
Army. Between an earthquake and use by later rulers for their own construction, there are very few left on the
pyramid itself. Finally, came the idea - conceived by Imhotep - of stacking mastabas one on top of another,
forming a series of "steps" that decreased in size towards the top, thus creating the familiar design of the step
pyramid. Unfortunately this is largely because he is so often equated with the unnamed pharaoh in the biblical
Book of Exodus and his name has become recognizable through film adaptations of the story and the incessant
repetition of the line from Exodus that Hebrew slaves built his cities of Pithom and Per-Ramesses. Drawings
of the types of the architectural capitals specific for the Ancient Egyptian civilization, drawn between and by
the egyptologist Karl Richard Lepsius Ancient Egyptian houses were made out of stone collected from the
damp banks of the Nile river. The pyramid of Meidum is the first true pyramid constructed in Egypt. The
faience glazed ceramic earthenware tile above is a reconstruction of wall decoration fragments found at the
Temple of Malkata in stacks at the southwest corner. The Giza plateau today presents a very different image
from what it would have looked like in the time of the Old Kingdom. The key difference between Karnak and
most of the other temples and sites in Egypt is the length of time over which it was developed and used. For
more information about contemporary culture, please see: Mesopotamian Art c. Egyptian civilization was
based upon the concept of ma'at harmony, balance which was decreed by their gods. To maintain order and
establish legitimacy, the Ptolemies finished temples already begun, such as Nectanebo II's temple of Isis, and
built new ones throughout the country, including Nubia. Discovered in , his tomb - one of the few discovered
almost intact - contained more than 5, treasures, including chairs, statues, gilt chariots, couches and gold. This
was a simple tomb consisting of a flat-roofed, rectangular structure, made from mud-bricks, with slightly
sloping walls, inside which, a deep burial chamber was dug into the ground and lined with stone or bricks.
Pyramid of Djozer built c. After this, during the era of Egyptian Middle Kingdom architecture - a time of
political uncertainty - Pharaonic pyramids were typically smaller and less substantial, as exemplified by King
Amenemhat I's pyramid at Lisht c. Homes and other buildings continued to be made from mud brick during
the Middle Kingdom; stone was only used for temples and monuments and this was usually limestone,
sandstone or, in some cases, granite which required the greatest skill to work in. The tombs were surrounded
by a large number of graves meant for servants of the kings, who were sacrificed to serve them in the afterlife.
This is where people gathered. Luxor is thus unique among the main Egyptian temple complexes in having
only two pharaohs leave their mark on its architectural structure. Historian Margaret Bunson writes: Under the
nomarchs, architecture survived the collapse of the Old Kingdom. The parts that were used to construct said
walls could then be reused, making the overall design extremely beneficial. Beyond the courtyard was a large
hypostyle hall a forest of columns that supported a roof. They were private sanctuaries. Deep inside each
pyramid was the King's Chamber, which contained the mummified body of the dead Pharaoh, placed inside a
precious sarcophagus. But eventually, in the main precinct alone, as many as twenty temples and chapels
would be constructed. Vegetable plots, whether privately owned or belonging to temples, were laid out in
squares divided by water channels, and located close to the Nile. The architecture of ancient Egypt, whether
on a small or large scale, always represented these ideals. In this way the foundation stone was laid.


