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Furthermore, the main language teaching methodologies of recent years, such as the audio-lingual method, the
direct method and the communicative approach have all emphasized the importance of spoken language and
much less attention has been paid to writing. Audience and purpose of writing become more important and the
communicative power of writing becomes a driving force. By being more aware of how one genre is
constructed linguistically the learner is in a better position to explore other genres. Secondly, learners need or
want to reproduce certain written genres such as letters and reports in a business situation and essays and
projects in an academic setting. Since this definition, Swales has developed and is developing â€” see this
volume his earlier position by outlining in more detail the component parts of the definition. Communicative
events are turned into genres by a shared set of communicative purposes Here we see that similarity of form is
no guarantee of a genre. From a communicative approach, writing in the classroom can also be placed under
the category of where improved writing skills are goals of the course. Course goals are set, a syllabus is
designed, taught, and tested. Approaches to writing Very generally speaking two basic models of writing have
dominated approaches to writing in the language classroom. Thus what is required of students if they are to be
successful in their writing is that they somehow discover and learn to meet these implicit, taken- for-granted
criteria by which the different genres they produce are assessed Davies: , p. Firstly from the classroom
situation, the process approach is rather vague about what should go on in the classroom. Proponents of the
process-based approach claim that more attention needs to be paid to the stages that good writers go through
as they create a final product. Genre approaches to writing There are two reasons why the genre approach to
teaching writing skills has a specific interest. The rationale behind a genre establishes constraints on allowable
contributions in terms of their content, positioning and form. Whereas a speech community might be
characterised by solidarity and centripetal forces bringing members together, a discourse community's goals
will predominate in the development of the discourses. Concentrating on the process of the analysis rather
than concentrating on the explicit features of the genre ; Where learner needs are difficult to define accurately,
then it would seem more useful to take time in developing the process of the analysis which could be repeated
in other situation that they might come across in their future studies or careers rather than concentrate on one
particular genre. For example, an introductory page on writing business letters offers advice under four
headings: clarity and brevity, emphasis, repetition of words and references. Swales: , p. Although the process
approach has been well received in ESL it is not without its critics. Although the following move structure
should not be given to students before the task, it does give an indication of a possible move structure which
can be found in a small sample of direct mail letters. It is at this point that the teacher has to use his or her
judgement in order to gauge the amount of aid or the amount of freedom given to the students. For example,
the news on television can be seen in an informative role, agenda setting, setting a good image of the channel.
Thus, writing within a second language learning classroom situation often not only has to strike an uneasy
compromise between the developmental view of writing as emphasized by the process approach, the
reinforcement of language points as emphasized by the product approach, but also has to take account of the
final needs of the learner. Task In groups, the students are asked to analyse a sample of around a dozen letters
and draw up a list of some of the common features by identifying and categorizing the discourse and language
features that are common to all or most of the letters. LSP language for specific purposes courses may be
typified by their reliance on a restricted range of genres. Williams, in a study comparing the typical functions
used in meetings which are taught in EFL textbooks and the occurrence of these functions in 3 hours of
recorded meetings, found that although ten of the seventeen functions taught did in fact occur, there was
virtually no correspondence with the forms actually used in the meetings. The text becomes a collection of
sentence patterns and vocabulary items - a linguistic artifact, a vehicle for language practice. Task-based
syllabuses allowing flexibility of outcomes may also characterize a process approach. Responding to the
situations, the writers propose several activities involving critical reading in GBA learning and teaching
processes to explore various texts and focus not only on linguistic aspects, but also on how teachers manage
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the questions based on the texts. Firstly, because the perceived shortcomings in the models themselves. Seven
reasons stand out. They are the criteria of the people who control, directly or indirectly, the distinctive genres
which the students are exposed to, on the one hand, Research has shown that in general people are able to rank
examples into orders of most typical with a large degree of agreement. In this approach, Examples of direct
mail letters are readily available either directly received or, in the case of EFL, by contacting friends in the
United Kingdom or the United States, etc. Given a choice of genres, it is often difficult to select priorities and
we are never sure if the time and effort expended on one genre will be cost-beneficial to the learner.


