
TAKING NOTES IN PREPARING FOR A RESEARCH PAPER

Taking notes is a key part of the research process because it helps you learn, and notes themselves are an important
visual aid in your paper-writing process .

Dedicate some time to think about the title and discuss it with your co-authors. German psychologist Hermann
Ebbinghaus in conducted some of the first experiments on memory and recall, and spaced learning. Read all
the relevant notes you have gathered that have been marked, e. A helpful strategy is to work backwards from
when the final paper due. There is also a particular formatting style you must follow. Also, readers are the
potential authors who will cite your article, so the first impression is powerful! The Writing Center. You
should list the keywords that present the topic of your paper, methods you used, and results that you achieved.
Everyone has a slightly different method. An important issue is that you must not include references in this
section; you are presenting your results, so you cannot refer to others here. Make sure to give yourself enough
time to find out what resources are available to you [including meeting with a librarian, if needed], to choose a
research problem to investigate, to select and read relevant research literature, to outline your paper, to
organize the information you are going to cite in your paper, and to write your first and final drafts [as well as
any necessary drafts in between]. Descriptive approach where you choose a subject that you know well and
help others to understand it. Do not use contractions in academic writing and do not start sentences with
conjunctions and, but, or or numerals. University of Kansas; Prewriting Techniques. Now, it is easier since to
avoid these problem, because there are many available tools. The Elements of Style was first published in 
You might also consider articles published on research networks prior to publication, but consider balancing
these citations with citations of peer-reviewed research. Put all your note cards or paper in the order of your
outline, e. Simpson College. If a paragraph is nearly a page or more longer, then it is probably too long for the
reader to contemplate and should be divided into smaller paragraphs. Analyze the Assignment Carefully
analyze the assignment to determine what you are specifically being asked to do. Here you get the chance to
sell your data. Choose specific dates for important steps along the way but focus on setting realistic goals, and
then sticking to them. Studies have found note taking is most effective when notes are organised and
transformed in some way or when a teacher gives examples of good notes. Review your class notes and
textbook and browse in an encyclopaedia or other reference work.


