
THE RELUCTANCE OF THE VICTORIANS IN EMBRACING DARWINISM

AND OTHER SCIENTIFIC THOUGHTS

over from Greek thought in the early Christian centuries and been further reinforced . Victorian Christians were very
reluctant to deny the Genesis account a literal The work of Darwin and other scientists clearly posed a challenge to such
literalism. It . 75) embraced Darwin's views because they simply demonstrated the.

Engagement with Darwinâ€”conscious or unconsciousâ€”shaped the landscape of his fiction as well as of his
thought. As the scribblings around the sketch indicate, observations made on a voyage around the world on
HMS Beagle, as well as wide reading, had led Darwin to speculate that a species might become extinct and yet
leave behind several new species as its descendants. It is not included in the Polnoe sobranie sochinenii.
Darwin read Malthus in and realized that his insights could be used to explain natural selection. Taunts were
thrown. He knows what the characters cannot know. But a finch born with the same beak on a lush island
would be less fit. Our members are adult men and women from all walks of life and have very different
backgrounds and personalities. Yet the mutations are entirely random, and there is no will or mind at work in
selecting among them. But man is also a spiritual being, a child of God, from whom he receives directly moral
imperatives quite different from those that affect him as an animal. Everything in the universe was matter, or
everything was spirit. Extinct species were certainly recovered from underground fossil beds, but each and
every one of them had been created by God from nothing, at the same time as similar creatures that were still
living. Hence some were still an arid moonscape when Darwin visited, while others had had time to grow lush
vegetation, from seeds that had been carried from the mainland by the wind. Huxley went on to explain in the
same letter that he found the words from the burial service offensive because they asserted that only those who
believed in an afterlife could feel grief. This process itself represents another chapter if an important one in the
same story. Once you become a member, you can download an official Membership Certificate from your
profile and show membership on your LinkedIn profile page. Those concepts might seem fantastic or
unbelievable when inspected closely. Related Papers. Is our destiny in the hands of our genes, which really
pull the strings? What will become of all my poor counters then?


