
THE IMPACT OF THE 15TH AMENDMENT IN AMERICA

Nov 9, The 15th Amendment, granting African-American men the right to vote, was adopted into the U.S. Constitution in
Despite the amendment.

Is the convention amendment better? Smith Josiah H. Women would not receive that right until the ratification
of the Nineteenth Amendment in  Finally, the convention members should vote on which voting rights
amendment to recommend to Congress. Watch the groundbreaking series reimagined. Frederick Douglass;
selections from his writings, edited, with an introduction, by Philip S. Though its express terms prohibit all
racial discrimination in voting qualifications, the Amendment was aimed at ensuring the enfranchisement of
African-Americans. The main impetus behind the 15th Amendment was the Republican desire to entrench its
power in both the North and the South. Since almost all of these states were controlled by Republican
reconstruction governments, they could be counted on to ratify the 15th Amendment. In Mississippi, 67
percent of the black adult men were registered to vote in ; by only 4 percent were registered. Blacks could not
vote in the North - if they had had that right, Grant would have taken New York. Yet as of , it was still the
case that in Mississippi, for example, only 6. The delegates praised the Republicans in Congress for passing
the reconstruction laws and congratulated General Grant on his election to the White House. Write your
purpose on a sheet of paper and have your teacher check it. Although black Republicans never obtained
political office in proportion to their overwhelming electoral majority, Revels and a dozen other black men
served in Congress during Reconstruction, more than served in state legislatures and many more held local
offices. This history illustrates that constitutional rights can be little more than words on paper unless
institutions exist with the power to make sure those rights are actually enforced. Rice v. If the convention
amendment had been ratified in , would it have made any difference to black voters, women or other groups in
American society? Mobile v. For example, is your group in favor of a voting rights amendment? But if the
burden is not severe, the regulation is much more likely to be upheld. White people were often exempt from
the poll tax through a "grandfather clause" which said that, if their grandfather voted in a previous election,
they didn't have to pay the tax. However, the states still ran the voting in elections. The resulting compromise
was the 14th Amendment, which was ratified with the help of Reconstruction governments in the South, but
which soon proved incapable of guaranteeing the permission for Blacks. Grant as their candidate. The
Thirteenth Amendment abolished slavery and the Fourteenth Amendment gave former slaves the rights of U.
Within a few years, the Southern state governments required blacks to pay voting taxes, pass literacy tests and
endure many other unfair restrictions on their right to vote. To create a uniform standard across the country
would have required resolving these major differences. In fact, several Northern states had recently voted
against black male suffrage. The 15th Amendment maintains "the right of citizens of the United States to vote
shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by a State on account of race, color, or previous
condition of servitude. Despite the Fifteenth Amendment many black people were still disenfranchised until
new laws were introduced in  At this time, just nine of these states allowed the black man to vote. Bowman ,
the Court held that the Amendment did not authorize Congress to punish private individuals who interfered to
prevent African-Americans from voting. It was designed to prohibit discrimination against voters on the basis
on race or previous condition of servitude. Most blacks and whites alike, believed that the franchise was the
best guarantee for progress and success for the freed people. Voting Rights Act of The Voting Rights Act of
was put into place to make sure that no citizen was denied the right to vote. In , for example, the Court held
unconstitutional rules that in some Southern states prohibited black citizens from voting in political primary
elections. But if a voting law does not impose different rules by race, and is challenged as nonetheless racially
discriminatory, the Court has concluded that the challenger must show that the law is based on a
racially-discriminatory purpose before the Fifteenth Amendment is violated. What I ask for the Negro is not
benevolence, not pity, not sympathy, but simply justice. Not until the 20th century would the Supreme Court
invoke the 15th Amendment in striking down state grandfather clauses and white primaries.


