
TEACHING ARGUMENTATIVE ESSAY MIDDLE SCHOOL

HOWTO: Teaching Argumentative Essay Writing. 1 If this is not the case, you may need to encourage your student to
change to the other side of the argument.

Then they take turns explaining why they are standing in that position. Looking at the list of the reasons
against their arguments, tell your students to choose the strongest point the opposite site might present. It is
also important that your students think about why the reader holds the opposite point of view. They begin to
understand how to take the thoughts that are stirring around in your head and turn them into something that
makes sense in writing. Some topics are better suited to this type of essay, topics that can be logically argued
with facts, examples, expert opinions or logical reasoning. To learn more about this approach, read my post on
self-paced learning. This has been my number one strategy for teaching students how to become better writers.
This will be very important when it comes to writing the refutation. I would ask students which author they
feel did the best job of influencing the reader, and what suggestions they would make to improve the writing.
They will want to remind the reader of their points and end with a call to action. At this time, I also show them
a model of a piece of writing that meets the requirements of the assignment. I would devote at least one more
class period to having students consider their topic for the essay, drafting a thesis statement, and planning the
main points of their essay in a graphic organizer. This part of the essay is called the refutation. I would
encourage students to share their work with peers and give feedback at all stages of the writing process. What
does this look like? Knowing the audience can make the difference between a tolerable and a compelling
essay. I would also ask them to notice things like stories, facts and statistics, and other things the authors use
to develop their ideas. Keep in touch. A strong refutation will address the argument and prove it is not logical,
there is a better answer, or it is not true. Only then do we start fixing the smaller mistakes. Your students can
start with any style introduction that seems most effective, but the body of the essay should be rather
straightforward. Step 4: Introduction of the Performance Assessment Next I would show students their major
assignment, the performance assessment that they will work on for the next few weeks. Meanwhile, students
who have their plans in order will be allowed to move on to the next step. Step 3: Informal Argument, Not so
Freestyle Once students have argued without the support of any kind of research or text, I would set up a
second debate; this time with more structure and more time to research ahead of time. Unlike the mentor texts
we read on day 1, this sample would be something teacher-created or an excellent student model from a
previous year to fit the parameters of the assignment. Popular Articles:. This differs from other types of essays
where the goal is to present information or show how something is similar to or different from something else.
This ultimately looks a little bit like a debate, as students from either side tend to defend their position to those
on the other side. Later, as students work on their own pieces, I would likely return to these pieces to show
students how to execute certain writing moves. If you are teaching advanced students, this might be a natural
place to look at logical fallacies and how to avoid them in this type of essay. If you enjoyed this article, please
help spread it by clicking one of those sharing buttons below. As students begin to complete their essays, the
mini-lessons would focus more on matters of style and usage. One list should be reasons that they hold their
opinion or the pro side of the argument , and the other list should be reasons that the opposition holds their
opinion about the issue or the con side of the argument. During this time, I would move around the room,
helping students solve problems and offering feedback on whatever part of the piece they are working on. If
you are an experienced English language arts teacher, you probably already have a system for teaching this
skill that you like. HOWTO: Teaching Argumentative Essay Writing 1 Topic Choice When teaching a
persuasive essay, you should make sure your students are clear on its purpose â€” to persuade or convince the
reader that the position the writer takes is correct. If your students are able to write this way, their essays will
be convincing and effective. Using a document camera or overhead projector, I start from scratch, thinking out
loud and scribbling down my thoughts as they come. It is very important that he supports his opinion with
objective proof â€” facts, statistics, typical examples, and opinions of established experts â€” and not just
statements of his own beliefs and opinions. When writing this type of essay, your students should not only
show why they are right but also why the opposition is wrong.


