
THE GRAPES OF WRATH INTERCONNECTION

Ed Ricketts, on Steinbeck and his workâ€” in particular, The Grapes of Wrath. and to the deep interconnections and
ecological views that ties this work to.

Like Jesus coming out of the wilderness to preach the Gospel, Casy emerges from the Oklahoma dust bowl
"preaching" though he disavows the title "preacher" his own message of "good news": that all human beings
are united in a universal spirit. Required reading should meet kids halfway to be successful. First, it provides
an ironic contrast to the rest of the novel. Around pages go by before they even leave on the trip, and these
pages are filled with conversations and essays to give context and characterization. An' maybe they're right.
The Joads, like the Children of Israel, arrive in a region overflowing with milk and honey; however, the
contemporary Canaanites annihilate their surplus animals, fruits, and vegetables, while the Joads become sick
from starvation. Sometimes, we learn, individuals may have to sacrifice their home, their identity, or even
sacrifice themselves for the common good. Jim Casy strikes readers as a Christ figure almost immediately,
even from the mere fact of his initials. The Joads are at the heart of the powerful characteristics of the novel;
nevertheless, they exemplify human vigor and frailty. By focusing on Muley, Steinbeck allows us to feel the
emotions behind the wide sweep of economic devastation. There are 10, authors who would serve as great
additions to the required reading list. He says, "I don't know nobody named Jesus. There are frequent talks
throughout The Grapes of Wrath about how much more power the migrant workers would have if they could
manage to organize together and attain bargaining power. This perspective furthers the similarities between
the twelve Joads and the twelve apostles. It is when the reader recognizes and understands these influences
that the importance of the novel can be truly understood. But I think this analysis misses the other prevalent
theme. Like the disillusioned migrants whom the Joad men met in Chapter 16, then, Ma encounters the reality
that some experiences must be lived in order to be understood. A policeman accuses him of communism and
tries to arrest him. Tom learns that his family has been evicted from the farm and has moved in with Uncle
John. This is not what we get. The land is a representation of individual distinctiveness; what the Joad family
suffers when they lose the home farm is a loss of identity, which they strive to recover during their expedition,
and in California. But for that to happen, the person has to actually read the book. He even quotes Jesus' dying
words as he is killed: "You don' know what you're a-doin. I read this as a commentary on how interconnected
seemingly unrelated things are. Sixteen-year-olds are concerned about pimples and who will be prom queen
and if the gossip about Johnny has spread yet. The metaphorical connection through which Tom is
transformed and learns to take responsibility is profoundly realized, and abounds with importance. Tedlock, Jr.
The book ends with Rose of Sharon feeding the man her breast milk. Whether it's in unofficial camps that
develop near work sites or at government camps, the families care for each other and often share what little
they have. Given the rest of the novel, what is this turtle's significance? Also, the resentment the Joads meet
with during their journey across U. Looking out for one's own is not sufficient, as illustrated by both the
implicit condemnation of Joe Davis's boy's remark, "A fella's got to eat" and the implicit commendation of
Ma's decision to share stew with the hungry children of the Hooverville. I know a bunch of stories, but I only
love people.


