
WHAT ARE THE LEAST COMMON FEATURES OF PHYSICAL SECURITY

Question. What are the most common features of physical security? What are the least common? How can extant
features of a. target environment be adapted for.

They serve to prevent, or at least delay, attacks, and also act as a psychological deterrent by defining the
perimeter of the facility and making intrusions seem more difficult. Appropriate safeguards such as
tamper-resistant ID tags are often enough to deter the opportunist thief and can increase the chances of an item
being returned. Inadequate intruder detection The good news is that intrusion alarms are in very common use
today. Contributor s : Michael Cobb Share this item with your network: Physical security is the protection of
personnel, hardware , software , networks and data from physical actions and events that could cause serious
loss or damage to an enterprise, agency or institution. After 30 minutes, the auditor had captured enough data
to easily enter almost any office in the building. If such a barrier aligns with a fire compartment as part of
building code compliance, then multiple threats must be defeated simultaneously, which must be considered in
the design. Security lighting[ edit ] Security lighting is another effective form of deterrence. Next read this.
Covington , Contributor, CSO Physical security: The overlooked domain With today's complex threats,
physical security has unfortunately taken a back seat Thinkstock As few as 15 years ago, if you mentioned
security to someone in the business world, they would immediately think about alarm systems, badge readers
and door locks. If you refer to the badge paragraph above, you will realize just how easy it can be for someone
to get into such a building. Had the receptionist been distracted, and with the few people walking in the halls, I
could have easily made it through the building to the unlocked data center. Physical access security measures
that are appropriate for a high security prison or a military site may be inappropriate in an office, a home or a
vehicle, although the principles are similar. While these too often involve a breach of systems, they can easily
involve physical security lapses, since these individuals are rightfully in your building in the first place. An
example would be a counter at a police station or embassy, where the public may access a room but talk
through security glass to employees in behind. With the threats we face today from all over the world, logical
security is very important. Further, these offices often share a common wall with other tenants. In the early
days of phone phreaking, for example, systems were breached as a result of hackers stealing manuals from
Dumpsters. The internet of things IoT is widening the sphere of physical security as smart devices connected
to business systems via the internet may be located outside of established secure perimeters. Many smaller
offices in multitenant buildings do not bother with them, because a guard is often present in the lobby. The
National Building Code of Canada, as an example, indicates the need to defeat external explosions with the
building envelope , where they are possible, such as where large electrical transformers are located close to a
building. Finally, physical security is important to protect your most important assets: your employees. The
video should be recorded and retained, with a live monitor placed on the desk of someone who can keep an
eye on it. Construction level binders, unlike certain refractories, can also degrade with heat, thus changing the
physical properties of many PFP materials across different temperature ranges. Sign up for CSO newsletters.
Many of the key aspects of physical security also protect your people. I helped a church blank the local admin
password on a PC this week, something I could only do with hands-on access to the system. That being said,
they are not the answer to tight access control that many think, given the ease with which access information
can be captured and used by bad actors. In fact it is part of PFP designs for different reasons. I discussed this
threat, and the options for badge encryption in a recent article. Apart from external threats, there are internal
threats of fire , smoke migration as well as sabotage. If you have a data center of any size, it needs to be
securely locked, with access restricted to those with a need to be there. Lack of surveillance Cameras are very
inexpensive today, and yet they can do double duty, not only detecting possible threats in progress, but
allowing for forensic review of incidents. Today, the focus is on logical security â€” threat management,
breach detection, intrusion prevention, etc. Overview[ edit ] Canadian Embassy in Washington, D. Physical
security has three important components: access control, surveillance and testing. What a bargain! The bottom
line: It is appropriate to pay attention to logical security threats, but overlook physical security at your own
peril. Isolating these smart devices can't be achieved in the same way as those within an organization's
physical borders, so device location will play a key role in keeping equipment safe, secure and fully functional
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in the outside world. The initial layer of security for a campus, building, office, or other physical space uses
crime prevention through environmental design to deter threats. Some of the most common examples are also
the most basic: warning signs or window stickers, fences , vehicle barriers, vehicle height-restrictors, restricted
access points, security lighting and trenches. Another concern related to physical security is the insider threat
â€” an employee or contractor helping themselves to your information for financial gain. Elements and design[
edit ] Main articles: Natural surveillance and Crime prevention through environmental design The goal of
deterrence methods is to convince potential attackers that a successful attack is unlikely due to strong
defenses. As of , it was combined with another domain that includes other items , further evidence of its
diminishing importance in the minds of many security experts.


