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Luhrmann deliberately dresses him as a devil, because in most religions the devil is related to unnatural evil.
Zeffirelli decided to keep it as a masked party. The prologue is like the opening to a film because both need to
grab your attention. This therefore suggests that Tybalt is going to hurt Romeo, foreshadowing his death. In
Zeffirelli's version there is a lot of soft lighting and candles while Luhrmann used lots of bright colour like
fluorescent blues and yellows. They are aware at all times that they are watching a movie. I think Juliet starts
to fall for Romeo after kissing him as she gives him a compliment "You kiss by th'book" By this I think she is
saying that he kisses like someone out of a fairytale. The last two lines were also edited out of Zeffirelli's
version along with four lines before that. The news broadcaster has replaced the Shakespearean Chorus for a
modern audience while retaining the Chorus's function of providing commentary on events before they
happen. The director uses a voice over to read out the prologue. This is apparent when Romeo murders Tybalt,
who falls into a previously unseen artificial pond. He also uses different music to show the personality, e.
Each generation gets its own Romeo and Juliet, just as Shakespeare himself adapted his original play from an
Italian novella and a long tradition of tragic romances before it. Fades are when the scene goes black. Baz
Luhrmann further develops this by using pathetic fallacy of thunder this is used to echo the mood of fear and
add tension to the atmosphere. Leonard Whiting and particularly Olivia Hussey are excellent in the lead roles,
but the film belongs to John McEnery, who plays Mercutio with a charismatic flair and intensity that outshines
all competitors. Fetch me my rapier, boy. I think he did this because drugs were and still are a big social issue,
so he did it to modernize the film. Capulet is dressed as a royal emperor. SparkNotes , the go-to reference for
lazy English students, is as good a place to start as any. He uses a statue of Christ because it shows everyone
what it represents. The net effect is overwhelming: disorienting, exciting, unique I think that the prologue is
really good and cleverly thought out. The music in Luhrmann's interpretation is very modern it can be soft and
then very loud and lively whereas in Zeffirelli's interpretation it is very traditional with lots of soft music and
old dancing with bells. This curse would have affected the audience them as their devout Christian belief made
them very superstitious. I think there is a lot more action in Luhrmann's interpretation I also think that the
action is much more emphasised than Zeffirelli's version, this is one reason why I think me and many more,
prefer the modern version. However I do understand that Zeffirelli may have set a different target audience
and that the technology wasn't as advanced as it is today. This highlights the expression of anger. He says this
in a deep American accent, although as we know, he is not really an American but an Englishman. Whereas
Luhrmann set his interpretation in America on the fictional Verona beach, in the late 's. He also uses wipes to
speed up the scenes from the film. In both versions Capulet's speech is edited a great deal I think they may
have done this because they wanted to get into the party. I think that if Shakespeare could have seen
Luhrmann's interpretation he would be very pleased to see how other people see his play and how much of a
success him, his play and the film was and are. The plays were performed in the afternoon, and the playhouses
did not have the advantages of lighting or special effects. As you can see the prologue ends with a rhyming
couplet. I feel that Baz Luhrmann did a great job of modernising one of the most famous and oldest plays of
all time and keeping the old English language also of maintaining teenagers interest. He uses high angle shots
so that you can see what is going on like a birds eye view, showing a character in proportion and comparison
to the rest of the city.


