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George Smith, regarded as an intellect of the first rank, died on a field expedition to Nineveh in CE at the age
of  Her interest stemmed originally from ancient religion, but she was soon drawn to the inner workings of the
language itself all the more so because of its status as a language isolate. C36 ], edited by R. Sumerian is
written in cuneiform , a script composed of wedge-shaped signs formed by impressing moist clay tablets with
the sharpened end of a reed stylus. More focused, but certainly of interest to students interested in the
development of Mesopotamian literature is H. The site Cuneify Plus can help turn transliterated forms into
cuneiform unicode. We should go and tell her! This volume is a comprehensive anthology of extant
Sumerianâ€”though not as comprehensive as the ETCSL from which it is drawn. H38 ] and G. The earliest
surviving tablets are predominantly administrative records and teaching materials from the end of the fourth
millennium, but over time Sumerian literature would encompass a wide range of forms and genres. S64 ].
Smith, a self-taught translator of cuneiform, made his first contributions to deciphering the ancient writing in
his early twenties, and his death at such a young age has long been regarded a significant loss to the
advancement in translations of cuneiform in the 19th century CE. That said, Akkadianâ€”that is, Babylonian
and Assyrianâ€”had already become the dominant vernacular language of the region by BCE and perhaps
much earlier. She recalls being drawn in particular to the Cylinders of Gudea at the Louvreâ€”the longest
continuous piece of extant Sumerian text. V65 ]. Akkadian signlists like the one found in D. Lastly, it should
be mentioned that the complete focus in learning cuneiform languages is on reading and not on writing texts.
When George Smith deciphered cuneiform he dramatically changed the way human beings would understand
their history. The literature of Mesopotamia informed all the written works which came after. The language
was of course inscribed into clay tablets using a reed stylus and, while working with clay has become a
common enough activity in the Sumerian classroom, there is a certain artifice to reproducing signs with pen
and paper. Pinches and Edwin Norris , Rawlinson spearheaded the development of Mesopotamian language
studies, and his Cuneiform Inscriptions of Ancient Babylon and Assyria , along with his other works, became
the standard reference on the subject following their publication in the 's CE and remain respected scholarly
works into the modern day. This helps overcome the first major hurdle in acquiring the language, namely, the
cuneiform writing system. M ] as an excellent, if hard-to-find, resource. A87 ; available online ]. Since the
discovery and decipherment of cuneiform, the history of civilization has never been the same. Prior to this
time, as noted, the Bible was considered the oldest book in the world, the Song of Solomon was thought to be
the oldest love poem; but all of that changed with the discovery and decipherment of cuneiform. As for
translations, Konstantopoulos recommends a few volumes that cover the range of Sumerian literature. A75
M67 ; ebook available], edited by A.


