
A HISTORY OF EAST ASIA THEATER OF WWII

The South-East Asian Theatre of World War II was the name given to the campaigns of the 15 February ; about , Allied
troops became prisoners of war. The fall of Singapore was the largest surrender in British military history.

This includes the killing of up to 20 million Chinese people. With the advent of the nuclear bomb looming
overhead and tensions continuing to mount between the rival armies of the Axis powers and the Allied forces,
the Second World War came to its climax. For Pearl Harbor, 6 regular carriers all that the Japanese Navy then
had , 2 battleships, 3 cruisers, and 11 destroyers were allocated. By , the tide of war was turning and the Axis
Powers, including Japan, were at a stalemate or even on the defensive in many places. The Japanese fleet
sustained heavy losses and was turned back. At the battle of Corregidor, however, the Japanese took the island
in Manila Bay, completing its conquest of the Philippines. In Germany's lightning victories of Aprilâ€”June
Tokyo believed it had found the answer to both problems. Doolittle demonstrated that large B bomber planes
could take off from air craft carriers. Estimates vary, but at least , civilians died as a result of the two blasts.
The Japanese minesweeping capability was never great, and when confronted with new types of mines they
did not adapt quickly. However, they feared this would cost the lives of up to 1 million US soldiers. They
surprised the US and sunk many ships. The unprecedented scale and scope of the whole enterprise required the
Japanese Navy to mobilize all available units: 10 battleships, 6 regular carriers, 4 auxiliary carriers, 18 heavy
cruisers, 20 light cruisers, destroyers, 65 submarines, and 2, combat planes. Faced with severe shortages of oil
and other natural resources and driven by the ambition to displace the United States as the dominant Pacific
power, Japan decided to attack the United States and British forces in Asia and seize the resources of
Southeast Asia. The attack at Pearl Harbor united the Americans with the goal of defeating the Axis powers,
and especially Japan. They fought to take over strategic islands in the Pacific. Naval Historical Center Photo
number: NH The Japanese advance, in July , into the southern part of French Indochina provoked the United
States to freeze Japanese overseas assets and then to impose a total embargo on oil and oil products to Japan.
The retention of the proposed conquests also implied a defensive perimeter: Japan might have to occupy Wake
Island , Guam, and the Gilberts in the east to strengthen the already existing Japanese arc of islands from the
Kurils to the Marshalls , and Burma in the west. As an island country with few natural resources, Japan was
dependent on international trade, which was disrupted by the economic crisis. Others claim the war began on
July 7, , when the Japanese Empire invaded China. The Japanese military found itself over-extended and
out-gunned, but many Japanese soldiers and ordinary citizens believed they were destined to win. Yamamoto
Isoroku , commander in chief of the Combined Fleet from , ordered his staff to study the feasibility of a
surprise attack by carrier-borne air forces on the U.


