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What does Allan Bloom mean when he says that the American mind is closing? His point is that, in the late twentieth
century, students have difficulty grappling.

Conservatives who reread Bloom will also discover that the 60's left reminded him of the right-wing hordes
his mentor Leo Strauss had encountered in Europe in the 30's: "The fact that in Germany the politics were of
the right and in the United States of the left should not mislead us. Bloom writes the following of the student
protesters and their abettors in the sixties: Indignation and rage was the vivid passion characterizing those in
the grip of the new moral experience. But Bloom explicitly desires and calls for a different kind of openness,
an intellectually honest openness, an openness grounded in reason and real engagement with the tension
between complex ideas. Bloom confronted the future of liberal education as if he were addressing an issue
ofâ€”well, not life and death, exactly, but the question of what counts as the good life, on one side, and the
multitudinous counterfeits and impostures that threaten it, on the other. One side of the oddity was summed up
by a cartoon in The New Yorker. Indignant anger has become a public passion. It means faculty and students
who regard education as an exercise in disillusionment and who look to the past only to corroborate their sense
of superiority and self-satisfaction. That can't be kind of the truth Allan Bloom had in mind. It is about
undermining the priority of Western liberal values in our educational system and in society at large. To protect
the anonymity of contributors, we've removed their names and personal information from the essays. This
tension is more important than any settled conclusion one might ultimately draw from the ideas that created it:
Equality for us seems to culminate in the unwillingness and incapacity to make claims of superiority,
particularly in the domains in which such claims have always been madeâ€”art, religion, and philosophy. Jul
02, W. Snyder argues that books like Bloom's have inspired further conversations and controversies alike,
such as controversy surrounding how history is taught in high schools, or the effectiveness of affirmative
action or identity politics. Bloom saw the liberal education traditionally offered at exclusive colleges and
universities as the fulfillment of democratic ideals, but condemned his fellow professors for having abandoned
this crucial responsibility. Positive[ edit ] The art critic Roger Kimball , writing in The New York Times,
called The Closing of the American Mind "an unparalleled reflection on the whole question of what it means
to be a student in today's intellectual and moral climate. Is his genealogy of ideas accurate? How they are
answered will determine the future not only of Western universities but also of that astonishing
spiritual-political experiment that is Western democratic liberalism. He took for granted that American
democracy or any society, for that matter would always contain hierarchies of power, knowledge, income and
wealth. Had Bloom ventured beyond the narrow confines of the few members Committee on Social Thought
who shared a frozen and somewhat curdled view of intellectual activity and its role in the modern world he
would have greatly benefited â€¦ and we all might be spared the lachrymose self-pity of his later books. Sign
me up for the newsletter This site uses Akismet to reduce spam. The quip came in response to controversies
surrounding his best seller The Closing of the American Mind, which defended an idiosyncratic vision of
higher education in the United States. Anger, to sustain itself, requires an unshakable conviction that one is
right. This "unfortunate mixture of cowardice and moralism" [20] [ verification needed ] will unseat the spirit
of the university. Bloom in turn accused his critics of projecting their own intellectual privilege onto him.
Because of this, students are unable to derive their beliefs from evidence, from central texts, or any print
source at all. The image provides a salutary reminder that human virtue is not simply natural but requires the
artifice of education, which is at least as important and as difficult as the construction of a Gothic cathedral.
And anything that is taught long enough becomes a classic. How could that be, when Professor X,
chairwoman of the department of anti-American studies, cross-dressing, and victimology at YaleHarvard,
never published a book that sold more than copies? Bloom thought of himself as proof that, thanks to its
universities, anyone can make it in America. What exactly is the Western classics that people speak of?
Without the great revelations, epics, and philosophies as part of our natural vision, there is nothing to see out
there, and eventually little left inside. They were enthusiastic until he informed them that the speeches were by
Mussolini. Our colleges and universities have been preaching the creed of openness and multiculturalism for
the last few decades. Summary[ edit ] Bloom critiques the contemporary American university and how he sees
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it as failing its students, criticizing modern movements in philosophy and the humanities. After all, conceived
as Bloom conceives it, liberal education is ostentatiously impractical. Lewis in The Four Loves. A
distinguished professor of political science proved this when he read to his radical students some speeches
about what was to be done. Allan Bloom was an elitist. When [graduates from modern universities] talk about
heaven and earth, the relations between men and women, parents and children, the human condition, I hear
nothing by cliches, superficialities, the material of satire. We also have a custom: when men burn a woman
alive, we tie a rope around their necks and we hang them. Relativism was one feature of modern American
liberal philosophy that had subverted the Platonicâ€”Socratic teaching.


