
THE REFLECTION ON THE PROCESS OF ORIENTALISM ACCORDING TO

EDWARD SAID

The term Orientalism is defined as a complex relationship between power and knowledge which sees the West as the
same. According to Edward Said, Orient.

This is all part of what is supposed to be a clash of civilisations, unending, implacable, irremediable. My idea
in Orientalism was to use humanistic critique to open up the fields of struggle, to introduce a longer sequence
of thought and analysis to replace the short bursts of polemical, thought-stopping fury that so imprison us.
Said goes on to argue that in addition to being identifiably individual and subjective statements, Orientalist
texts derive their meaning, structure and legitimacy from broader and more powerful entities such as culture,
ideology, political institutions etc. Rather than the manufactured clash of civilisations, we need to concentrate
on the slow working together of cultures that overlap, borrow from each other, and live together. Chicago: The
University of Chicago Press,  So, "orientalism", for many people, is a word that substitutes for thought and
enables people to dismiss certain scholars and their works. He is asleep. Arab Muslim family in Damascus,
circa s. Then think of the rise of anti-colonial nationalism, through the short period of liberal independence,
the era of military coups, of insurgency, civil war, religious fanaticism, irrational struggle and
uncompromising brutality against the latest bunch of "natives". It often involves seeing Arab culture as exotic,
backward, uncivilized, and at times dangerous. Texts have to be read as texts that were produced and live on
in all sorts of what I have called worldly ways. There is a considerable irony to the realisation that as today's
globalised world draws together, we may be approaching the kind of standardisation and homogeneity that
Goethe's ideas were specifically formulated to prevent. Its strategic interests in the region have sparked a wide
interest in the history, religion and culture of the Arabs. Nevertheless, I think not. In the Arab and Muslim
countries the situation is scarcely better. Literature here is understood as a kind of carrier and distributor of
ideology. These people do not express their pleasure by wreathed smiles. Yet nowhere in Orientalism does
said discuss European writings on North Africa or address European colonial experiences in this part of the
Muslim world. Worse yet, education is threatened by nationalist and religious orthodoxies often disseminated
by the media as they focus ahistorically and sensationally on the distant electronic wars that give viewers the
sense of surgical precision, but in fact obscure the terrible suffering and destruction produced by modern
warfare. This is not to say that the cultural world has simply regressed on one side to a belligerent
neo-orientalism and on the other to blanket rejectionism. Courtesy Mathaf Gallery, London. The custom is not
so rigidly observed as formerly, and in India it has almost entirely disappeared. Did you find something
inaccurate, misleading, abusive, or otherwise problematic in this essay example? The impact of these scholarly
pursuits not only consolidated colonial authority and supplied useful knowledge about indigenous populations,
customs, and languages in North Africa but it helped shape new visions and policies of dealing with the Orient
farther to the east in the Arab peninsula and Mesopotamia. But this by no means excludes power, since on the
contrary I have tried to show the insinuations, the imbrications of power into even the most recondite of
studies. As such Orientalism, Said maintains, can be read as the expression of European power and will to
dominate the Orient, and not as a field of objective scholarly knowledge: Orientalism can be discussed and
analyzed as the corporate institution for dealing with the Orient â€” dealing with it by making statements
about it, authorizing views of it, describing it, by teaching it, settling it, ruling over it: in short Orientalism as a
Western style for dominating, restructuring, and having authority over the Orient. Benjamin, Roger. In the
book review, "The Mightier Pen? And I have a very high regard for the powers and gifts of the peoples of that
region to struggle on for their vision of what they are and want to be. Kiernan , Bernard S. At best, charged
Said, the work of these scholars was biased, so as to confirm the inferiority of Islam. But that is nothing.
Therefore, Orientalism was a method of practical and cultural discrimination that was applied to non-European
societies and peoples in order to establish European imperial domination. All this was obviously undermined
and destroyed in Germany by national socialism. Said â€” , the Lebanese newspaper Daily Star recognized the
intellectual import of the book, saying "Said's critics agree with his admirers that he has single-handedly
effected a revolution in Middle Eastern studies in the U. But what has really been lost is a sense of the density
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and interdependence of human life, which can neither be reduced to a formula nor brushed aside as irrelevant.
Said does not provide an explanation for such omission but his definition of the Orient being adjacent to
Europe and the locus of its myths and fantasies, its imperial desires and colonial policies would equally be
appropriate to apply to North African countries. Said's survey concentrated upon the British and the French
varieties of Orientalism that supported the British Empire and the French Empire as commercial enterprises
constructed from colonialism, and gave perfunctory coverage, discussion, and analyses of German Orientalist
scholarship. Its first page opens with a description of the Lebanese civil war that ended in , but the violence
and the ugly shedding of human blood continues up to this minute. The terrible conflicts that herd people
under falsely unifying rubrics such as "America," "the west" or "Islam" and invent collective identities for
large numbers of individuals who are actually quite diverse, cannot remain as potent as they are, and must be
opposed. The geopolitical reality of their actions, of military and economic warfare, voided the fictional nature
of Orientalist representations , attitudes, and opinions about the non-Western Other self. I must mention too
the supremely creative contribution of Giambattista Vico, the Neapolitan philosopher and philologist whose
ideas anticipate those of German thinkers such as Herder and Wolf, later to be followed by Goethe, Humboldt,
Dilthey, Nietzsche, Gadamer, and finally the great 20th-century Romance philologists Erich Auerbach, Leo
Spitzer, and Ernst Robert Curtius.


