
THOMAS MORE UTOPIA SUMMARY ESSAY

The book begins with a short six-line poem, followed by a four-line poem and a letter of greetings from Thomas More,
the author, to his friend Peter Giles. The two poems, written by Utopians, describe Utopia as an ideal state. More recalls
his meeting with Raphael Hythloday, for it.

Hythloday points out that the policies of the Utopians are clearly superior to those of Europeans, yet adds that
Europeans would see as ludicrous the all-important Utopian policy of common property. The strength of it all,
is that More amazingly knew his socialist state was not perfect; even for the society of England: â€¦though he
is a man of unquestioned learning, and highly experienced in the ways of the world, I cannot agree with
everything he said. You may also like. In a short passage, Hythloday sums up his views on the Utopian
system, declaring it to be the best and only true commonwealth. The next best thing is to receive an account of
the New World from Hythloday and this is what More faithfully presents to us. His description of the
institutions Utopia is so precise and well formatted that it is difficult to see any flaws other than the ones that
were out of his control. More's letter to Peter Giles combines actual people with fictional characters. The
wealth which they acquire by foreign trade is used only in time of war. Thus, property is restricted because it
fosters individualism. Book II The conversation of More, Peter Giles, and Raphael Hythloday is interrupted
while they enjoy a pleasant dinner, after which Hythloday gives an account of the whole life pattern of the
Utopians. Next, Hythloday moves to a discussion of Utopian society, portraying a nation based on rational
thought, with communal property, great productivity, no rapacious love of gold, no real class distinctions, no
poverty, little crime or immoral behavior, religious tolerance, and little inclination to war. Back from lunch,
Hythloday describes the geography and history of Utopia. In England his vocation was law and he held the
position of Under-Sheriff his knowledge in this area is an obvious influence in Utopian society. They have no
lawyers. Details which Giles would already know are supplied to give the reader context. If Utopia as a
travelogue, we would look to see whether its descriptions were true i. The three men retire to Giles's house for
supper and conversation, and Hythloday begins to speak about his travels. They are much given to reading in
their leisure hours. Unlike its neighbors on the continental mainland, the island is militarily secure enough to
forge its own identity and isolated enough to become a unique philosophical state. Pleasure is to be restricted
only if it will prove detrimental to oneself or to other people. Hythloday discourses at length on the reasons for
his reluctance to undertake such employment. The difference between the two societies is seen when one looks
at where this oppression stems from. He intends to ask the Pope to be made the Bishop of the Utopians.
Almost immediately, Utopia presents itself as a book whose form is different form other works. The family is
the unit of their society, and the oldest member is governor of the family.


