
STYLE POINTS FOR SCIENTIFIC WRITING AND COMMUNICATION

A technical communications writing style is (almost always) concise, precise, direct, useful tips and best practices, but
know that these are only a starting point. . â€œguarantee,â€• or â€œcertainty,â€• communicate a finality that rarely
exists in science.

Additional resources For those interested in learning more about the skill of scientific writing, we recommend
the following resources. It was the offset battery that made the AEV fall off the track. After: Place the billing
ticket between the monitor and the keyboard. Some people work well from an outline, others do not. For
example, many experiments assume that there are no frictional losses in a system. Potential Conflicts of
Interest None. Lohman, and R. Research question: Why do nestling cowbirds tolerate the presence of host
offspring in the nest? One potential strategy for writing the Discussion is to begin by explicitly stating the
main finding s of your research Cals and Kotz  Editing is best done in stages. Remember: precise word use,
past tense, active voice, brevity. Hypotheses relate directly to research questions, are written in the present
tense, and can be tested through observation or experimentation. Use Active Verbs: Use active verbs whenever
possible; writing that overly uses passive verbs is, was, has, have, had is deadly to read and almost always
results in more words than necessary to say the same thing. This is a crucial section of your manuscript; your
discussion and conclusion should all be aimed at answering the knowledge gap that you are trying to fill. What
are their goals in reading my writing? Remember always that scientific terminology very often has precise
meaning. This will provide critical insight into the structure and style that others have used when writing about
the field and communicating ideas on this specific topic. Start by asking: Who is my audience? First, a paper
needs to flow. Ambiguity might provide a sense of security, but leads to documents that, at best, need to be
further investigated. Other disciplines, especially the biomedical fields, still prefer the third person
constrcution. Don't be discouraged by negative commentsâ€”incorporating the feedback of reviewers will only
strengthen your paper. Any ideas or other information that are not your own must be substantiated by a
reference that is cited in the text. This applies as well to appropriate acronyms e. After: The offset battery
made the AEV fall off the track. The purpose of science writing is not explaining what you did or what you
learned, but rather what you want your audience to understand. Top of Page First vs. Clear scientific writing
generally follows a specific format with key sections: an introduction to a particular topic, hypotheses to be
tested, a description of methods, key results, and finally, a discussion that ties these results to our broader
knowledge of the topic Day and Gastel  Be certain you choose your words correctly and wisely. Phrases or
descriptors that are used in everyday life are often not appropriate in a technical document. By focusing on the
data and leaving out any interpretation of the results in this section, you will provide the reader with the tools
necessary to objectively evaluate your findings. Modified 


